
For all new students and families at Gethsemane Lutheran Schoolñ 

WELCOME! 
For all returning students and families at Gethsemane Lutheran Schoolñ 

WELCOME HOME! 
This newsletter will be coming home with your child each month.  Usually during 
the first week of the month.  Please look for it and call us if you do not receive it.  
You will also be able to access the newsletter and any information found in the 
newsletter on our web site at www.glstempe.com 

SECURING 

EACH CHILDõS 

FUTURE ñFOR  A  

L IFE OF SERVICE  

òThere are different 
kinds of services, but 
the same Lordó  

1 Corinthians 12:5 
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GLS OPENINGS STILL AVAILABLE 

Some of our classrooms still have space available for students.  Weõd like to provide 
our excellent education to more children from our community.  We have an out-
standing academic education with state of the art technology integrated into the 
curriculum.  The Christian message that GLS shares with students and families is a 
powerful way to impact a troubled society in a positive God pleasing way.  The best 
advertisement for Gethsemane Lutheran School is parents talking with parents! 

SEPTEMBER 2009 
I SSUE ONE GOOD NEWS 

LATE ARRIVALS 

If you arrive anytime after 8:30 a.m., please stop into the office and get a late pass 
for your child.  DO NOT take your child directly to the classroom.  We need to 
be able to accurately manage our attendance in the office. 

D AY  CARE 

Parents using before and after school day care need to sign in and sign out your 
child each day.  If students arrive at school before 8:15 a.m., they will be placed in 
our Before School Day Care and you will be charged for the service.  Students who 
are not picked up by 3:30 p.m. will be placed in our After School Day Care and 
you will be charged for the service.  Please contact Claudia Grijalva with any ques-
tions.  Thank you for your help! 



Calendar of Events 

September 

2 Entertainment Book Orders Due 

3 PTO Meeting @ 6:30 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room 

4 AZ Lutheran Teacher Workshop-NO SchoolñDay Care 

 Open 

7 Labor Day-NO SCHOOL (NO DAY CARE) 

12 GLS Electronics Festivalñ7 am to Noon 

14-18 Annual Book Fair 

17  Back to School Night / Open House @ 6:30 p.m. 

23  School Pictures 

27 Grades 4-8 Choir sings at 8:00 am Church Service 

October 

3 Car Wash Sponsored by the 8th Grade Class 

8  1st Quarter Ends 

9  Teacher In-Service Day-NO School-Day Care Open 

12 Columbus Day-NO School-Day Care Open 

  

Phone: (480) 839-0906 
 

E-mail: office@glstempe.com 

GETHSEMANE LUTHRAN  

SCHOOL  

1st Grade: 

Jackson Krup 

Karl Loechelt 

2nd Grade: 

Haley Schmidt 

Julia Sommerville 

3rd Grade: 

Taylor Sheehan 

Cameron Taradash 

4th Grade: 

Luke Butler 

Bill Zhen 

 

 

At the end of each month, 
a student from each class 
in grades K through 8 is 
selected as òSTUDENT 
OF THE MONTHó.  
They enjoy a special lunch 
with Mr. Robson where 
they receive a special Cer-
tificate of Award.  CON-
GRATULATIONS to the 
following students who 
were selected as students 
of the month!  

AUGUST 

Kindergarten:   

Lily Krueger 

Gianna Ross 

5th Grade: 

Hayley Munn 

Savanna Slucher 

6th Grade: 

Kade Lopez 

James Turensky 

7th Grade: 

Emily Burkert 

Elizabeth Tafoya 

8th Grade: 

Paul Stumbaugh 

Tanner Ward 

 

 

PRINCIPALõS AWARD  

òA GREAT PLACE TO  GROWó 

Check out the Box 
Tops for Education 
Web Site.  There 

are 3 ways to earn 
money for our 

school! 

boxtops4education.com  

 
 

 

WEõRE ON  THE  WEB!  
WWW.GLSTEMPE.COM 



Students in Preschool 3õs through 8th grade attend chapel every Wednesday morning.  Parents and guardians are 
invited to attend.  The 1st through 8th grade meet from 8:40 am to 9:10 am; Preschool 3õs through Kindergarten 
meet from 9:15 am to 9:40 am.  The first Wednesday of the month, we all meet together at 8:40 am.  Chapel is 
lead by our Principal, Teachers, Family Life Minister, Director of Christian Education and Pastor. 

Each week students are encouraged to bring a money offering to the Lord.  The offering is not used for Geth-
semane.  It is used to support needy people and Christian organizations as we reach out to those in our community 
and world.  August/September offering is for the Lutheran Braille Society.  This organization produces Braille Bi-
bles and books for the blind. 

Our school has a web site where parents can get information about a number of things at 
Gethsemane Lutheran School.  Youõll find news items, pictures of events around the 
school, the school newsletter, classroom newsletters, curriculum information, staff in-
formation, the school calendar, the school dress code and a number of other interesting 
things.  Visit our web site often! 

SCHOOL  CHAPEL AND  O FFERING 

V ISIT U S AT  WWW .GLSTEMPE.COM  

SCHOOL  PICTURES 

Pictures will be taken of all preschool through 8th grade students for the yearbook on 
Wednesday, September 23rd.  Parents may also order pictures of their child(ren).  Stu-
dents may wear their uniform for the picture or other appropriate clothing.  T-shirts are 
not allowed.  Every childõs picture will appear in the published school yearbook at the 
end of the year.  After the pictures are taken, students not wearing uniform must change 
back to their uniform for the remainder of the day.  Picture forms will be sent home at a 
later date. 
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òBY THIS MEN 

WILL KNOW  

THAT  YOU  ARE 

MY  DISCIPLES, IF 

YOU  LOVE ONE 

ANOTHER.ó  

JOHN  13:35 

Please notify the school 
office if any of your con-
tact information changes. 

N EW ADDRESS OR PHONE  N UMBER? 

If you have changed your address or phone number since the time you enrolled, please 
get those changes to the school office as soon as possible.   We need updated infor-
mation at all times.  It is especially critical if there is an emergency and we need to con-
tact you.  If you have a cell phone, itõs a good idea to give us that number as well as your 
home and work number.  If you change phone numbers during the year, please notify 
the office right away. 

BOOK  FAIR 

The Annual Book Fair is almost here.  The fair will open Monday, September 14th 
through Saturday, September 19th.  Daily fair hours will be posted in the office and at 

classrooms.  WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!  Sign up sheets will be on the Day 

Care Desk in the office.  The Book Fair is a great way to begin building your childõs 
home library!  Questions, please contact Marilyn Lemons (480) 248-3933. 



The Annual Back to School Night and Open House will be held on Thursday, Septem-
ber 17th.  We hope to have a food catering business available from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. **watch for a flier on this later.  The book fair will be open from 3:00 p.m. until 
8:30 p.m.  We will gather together for an opening session in the church 
sanctuary at 6:30 p.m., during which the book fair will be closed.  Classroom 
visits will begin following the opening session in the sanctuary.  Mark this date on your 
calendar and plan to attend! 

BACK TO  SCHOOL  N IGHT  AND  O PEN H OUSE 

U SE OF THE PLAYGROUND  AFTER SCHOOL  

In order to provide adequate and safe supervision after school, the playground is to be 
used only by students who are in our afterschool program.  Students who are waiting to 
be picked up by parents/guardians should wait with their teachers rather than go to the 
playground.  We appreciate your understanding and cooperation. 
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W E 

RESPECTFULLY 

REQUEST ALL 

STUDENTS 

LEAVE TOYS/

GAMES AT  

HOME.  

BRINGING  

THEM TO  

SCHOOL 

CREATES A 

DISTRACTION  

THAT  CAN  

DETRACT FROM 

THE LEARNING 

ENVIRONMENT .  

W E ALSO 

DONõT  WANT  

ANYTHING  

TRAGIC  TO  

HAPPEN TO  

THESE 

òTREASURESó 

GRADELINK  

Parents of students in grades 1 through 8 can view their childõs grades online through 
our school grade management program, GRADELINK.  A username and password was 
mailed home to all school parents.  Parents who were here at GLS last year should use 
the same username and password.  If youõve lost your username or password or have not received 
your new username and password, please contact the school office.   

You can access GRADELINK at www.gradelink.com.   A link is also available on the 
GLS webpage at www.glstempe.com.  This service is provided to parents in order for 
you to always be able to view your childõs progress.  Please remember that it may take 
your childõs teacher a week to grade papers and enter them into GRADELINK.  If you 
do not have access to the internet at home or at work, you can use the parent computer 
thatõs set up outside of Mr. Robsonõs office.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Mr. Robson. 

PTO O FFICERS 

 President  Kerry Hawley 

 Vice President   Marilyn Lemons 

 Secretary  Kara Tsark 

 Treasurer   Christine Taradash 

PTO N EWS 

We are ALWAYS looking for volunteers and chairpersons for fundraisers and other committees, and are 

THANKFUL for everyone who has volunteered their time and resources.  Volunteers are needed for Auction 

Committee, Dining for Dollars, Christmas Gift Shopé.. 

http://www.gradelink.com/
http://www.glstempe.com/


Our 4th through 8th grade students will be singing at the 8:00 a.m. service on Sunday, 
September 28th.  We appreciate you putting this on your calendar and making plans to 
be there even if you usually worship at another church.  Singing in the Gethsemane Lu-
theran Church Service is an opportunity for GLC Church members to experience our 
terrific kids.  Since the congregation helps to financially support the school, it is impor-
tant for us to have this opportunity to share our childrenõs talent with our Church mem-
bers.  It is also good for our kids to be able to have the performance experience.  Please 
help us out by planning to be there! 

GRADES 4 -8 SING  
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L ABELS,  L ABELS 

EVERYWHERE ! 

 

CAN  YOU  HELP  

US?   

 

W E NEED  TO  

HAVE  PARENTS  

LABEL  ALL  OF 

THEIR  

CHILDREN õS 

BELONGINGS  

WITH  THEIR  

NAME ! ! !   W E 

CONSTANTLY  

ACCUMULATE  

THINGS  IN  THE  

L OST & F OUND  

SUCH  AS LUNCH  

BOXES ,  BELTS,  

SHIRTS ,  

SWEATSHIRTS ,  

SWIMMING  SUITS,  

ETC,  THAT  

COULD  EASILY  BE 

RETURNED  TO  

THE  RIGHT  CHILD  

IF  IT  HAD  A  

NAME  ON  IT . 

 

 

 

 

JAMBA JUICE COMES T O  GETHSEMANE 

On the 2nd and 4th Friday of each month and each Casual Day, Jamba Juice drinks will 
be available for 1st through 8th grade students at lunch.  
With no sugars and real whole fruit, Jamba Juice is a 
great healthy drink.  The drinks will be available in 16 
oz. for $3.00.  There will be three flavors to choose 
from:  wild strawberry, peach and raspberry.  Jamba 
Juice will give us 20% of our sales for our 8th grade 
class trip.  For September, Jamba Juice will be offered 
on Friday, September 11th and Friday, September 25th. 
If you want your child to participate, just send the money with them on the day of the 
sale.  This is not to be included with your hot lunch order. 

CROSSING GUARD (S) N EEDED 

Mr. Robson is looking for some volunteer help to serve as crossing guard for our west 
parking lot.  The morning guard duty is 8:00 a.m.ñ8:45 a.m.  Afternoon duty is 3:15 
p.m.ñ3:45 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 2:20 p.m.ñ2:45 p.m. on Friday.  
Training is available.  Weõll even give you free water!  You can volunteer for one or 
more days or mornings/afternoons.  Mr. Robson would appreciate any help you can 
give. 

PLAYGROUND  SHADE 

The playground shade has been manufactured and is awaiting approval from the City of 
Tempe for installation.  We are told that we can expect this to happen in two weeks 
time.  Our playground will only be out of commission for a week at most while the 
shade is installed.  Once the shade is installed, we will have more sand delivered and 
hold a Saturday workday to spread the sand.  We will need lots of volunteers on that 
Saturday workday.  You will receive notification by email, printed form and the School-
reach phone system when we are ready for the volunteer effort.  We are all anxiously 
awaiting the shade cover! 



Help Keep our Community Green!  Gethsemane Lutheran School is hosting an electronics fest on Saturday, Sep-
tember 12th from 7:00 am to Noon at the school/church parking lot.  Gethsemane Lutheran School in partnership 
with Westech Recyclers will accept the following items: 

Computers, laptops, monitors, printers, network cards, routers, hard drives, floppy and CD-ROM 
drives, copiers, fax machines, telephones, cell phones, test equipment, wire and cable, power sup-
plies, circuit boards, video game equipment, calculators, typewriters, stereo equipment, credit card 
machines, etc.  Anything with a plug! 

The items can be dropped off at GLS on September 12th between 7:00 am and Noon.  An auction will be held at 
11:00 am. For items people might want to purchase.  All other items will be recycled.   For questions, contact 
Stuart Rosebrook, GLS parent association at (480) 820-5545 or Tom Holland, Westech Recyclers at (602) 432-
4046.  All proceeds will help the 8th grade class trip as well as to support the schoolõs computer learning center. 

Thank you for your participation in keeping our community and Arizona clean and beautiful.  By recycling these 
items, you also keep lead, mercury and other harmful materials out of our landfills. 

 

 

 =  

ELECTRONICS FEST 
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CASUAL D AY  

As you know, the 8th graders have fund raisers for their graduation trip.  CASUAL DAY has been a fun, and popu-
lar fundraiser for our 8th gradeñnow in its 5th year.  For $1.00 , students are able to wear non-uniform clothes 
on a specific day each month.  Please note, a dress code will still be enforced and there will be penalties if it is not observed!  
This year, we will be holding 2 Casual Days each month!  For the month of September, our casual days will be 
Friday, September 11th and Friday September 25th. 

BOOK  FAIR 

Come and join us for a Book Fair Safari!  The Scholastic Book Fair will be here Monday, September 14th through 
Saturday, September 19th.  We need volunteers to help with EVERYTHING from publicizing, setting up 
on Monday, running the Fair during the week and packing up on Saturday.  Even just one hour of your time will 
help!  The church holds a Farmers Market from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. on the third Saturday of the month and 
the Book Fair will be a part of the Farmers Market on Saturday!  Please contact Marilyn Lemons at (480) 248-
3933 or lilmerlem@yahoo.com.  Thank you for your support!!! 



PARENT/STUDENT  D IRECTORY 

Our annual parent/student directory is being prepared and will be available at our Back 
to School Night on September 17th.  The directory will contain the names of all our 
students.  It will also contain the names, phone numbers and email addresses of our 
school parents.  PLEASE make sure we have your current address, phone number 
and email address if it has changed since you registered for school.  If you donõt 
want your phone number or email address published, please contact Ann Ross in the 
school office.  The directory also contains other interesting information such as:  school 
calendar, dress code, athletic schedule, athletic league game locations and faculty infor-
mation. 
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B OOK  FAIR  

H OURS  

 

3:15 PM  TO   

4:15 PM  

M ONDAY , 

T UESDAY , 

W EDNESDAY  

 

7:45 AM  TO  

11:00 AM  

 T UESDAY  AND  

W EDNESDAY  

 

7:45 AM  TO  

9:00 AM  AND  

3:00 PM  TO   

8:30 PM  

T HURSDAY  

 

7:45 AM  TO  

9:00 AM  

FRIDAY  

 

7-11 A .M  

SAT . 

T EACHER EMAIL ADDRESSES 

Below is a list of emails for our faculty should you with to communicate with them via 
email. 

Eric Hoffman 

 ehoffman@glstempe.com 

Jake Rynes 

 jake.rynes@yahoo.com 

Amy Hoffman 

 ahoffman@glstempe.com 

Karen Einspahr 

 kleinspahr@yahoo.com 

Tom Kusserow 

 tkusserow@glstempe.com 

Marissa Moffit 

marisssamoffitt@tmo.blackberry.net 

Mary Lou Kusserow 

 mlkusserow@yahoo.com 

 

 

Lorna Koehnlein 

 lkoehnlein@glstempe.com 

Sharyn Buddenhagen 

 wwbuddenhagen@aol.com 

Barbara Lengyel 

 blengyel@glstempe.com 

Ruth Vasquez 

 Ruth.vasquez@cox.net 

Cheryl Rogers 

 Paul-rogers@cox.net 

Wendy Sievers 

 wsievers@glstempe.com 

Wendell Robson 

 wlrobson@glstempe.com 

Ann Ross 

 aross@glstempe.com 

CARPOOLING  

L IST 

A VAILABLE ! 

 

Interested in 
carpooling to school 

with another 
Gethsemane family?  

We have a list of 
addresses and phone 

numbers for 
carpooling.  Please 
see Ann or Betty in 
the school office. 



Game ScheduleðSoftball 

All games begin at 4:00 pm 

 

9/1 ñAò Team vs. Pilgrim @ Pilgrim 

9/2 ñBò Team vs. Christ Greenfield @ Christ 

 9/9 ñBò Teams vs. Emmanuel @ Kiwanis Park 

9/10 ñAò Teams vs. Emmanuel @ To be determined 

9/15 ñAò Teams vs. Shepherd of the Desert @ Kiwanis 

9/16 ñBò Teams vs. Joy @ Joy 

9/19 ñAò Teams Tournament @ Tempe Sports Com-

plexðALL DAY 

9/26 ñBò Teams Jamboree @ Pilgrim 

  

G ETHSEMANE  L UTHRAN  

S CHOOL  

are 10 member schools in 
the league.  We are part of 
the East Division of the 
League.  Students in grades 
4 through 8 have an oppor-
tunity to participate in a 
number of athletic competi-
tions throughout the school 
year.  Right now, we are in 
the softball season.  Follow-
ing softball will be soccer 
for boys and volleyball for 
girls.  Then, it is time for 
cross country for girls and 
boys from 3rd grade 
through 8th grade.  After 
Christmas itõs basketball for 
boys and girls.  In the spring 
we have track and field for 
grades 4 through 8.  Then, 
we finish with girls soccer 

Softball for boys and girls in 
grades 4 through 8 is in full 
swing.  The boys and girls 
teams practice two days per 
week and play one game 
each week.  Check the 
glstempe.com website for a 
link to our athletic sched-
ule.  Our boyõs òAó team is 
coached by Mr. Eric Hoff-
man.  Our boyõs òBó team is 
coached by Mr. Jeff Peter-
sen.  Our girlõs òAó team is 
coached by Mr. Mike 
Siglar.  Our girlõs òBó team 
is coached by Mr. Brad 
England. 

GLS is a member of the 
Black Canyon Lutheran 
Athletic League in the 
Phoenix metro area.  There 

and boyõs flag football. 

Encourage your student in 
grades 4 through 8 to get 
involved in our after school 
sports program.  Participa-
tion builds character, ath-
letic skill, fellowship, team-
work, and sportsmanship!  
It is also FUN!   

We want and need parent 
involvement too!  We need 
parents to help coach, 
score, referee and help with 
transportation.  This is a 
great way to get to know 
other parents as well as the 
GLS staff. 

GLS ATHLETICS 

òA GREAT  PLACE TO 

GROWó 

Check out the GLS 
Athletics web site! 

 
glsathletics.com 

 

W EôRE  ON  THE  W EB !  
G LSAT HLETI CS . CO M  



We are comprised of parents and friends of GLS who wish to participate in special events 
and fund raisers to enhance our Athletic Department.  Anyone may join!  Parents, 
grandparents, friends of GLS.  You need not have a child in any of our sports to be a par-
ticipant.  However, we highly encourage the participation of parents who do have chil-
dren in sports to be involved in our Booster Club.  We need your help!  If you are 
interested, please call Penny Burkert at (480) 726-9989 or prburkert@hotmail.com; 
Eric Hoffman at (602) 570-4043 or ehoffman@glstemp.com; Wendell Robson at (480) 
792-6551 or wlrobson@glstempe.com. 

BOOSTER CLUB 

SOFTBALL òAó TEAM T OURNAMENT  

SOFTBALL òBó TEAM JAMBOREE 

The boys and girls òBó  teams will be playing in the League Softball B Team Jamboree on Satur-
day, September 26th at Pilgrim Lutheran in Mesa.  Games begin at 8:00 a.m. and should con-
clude by 1:00 p.m.  Each team will play three games.  Please set this date aside since we will 
need every òBó team member in order to field a team.  Pilgrim will have a concession stand with 
goodies to sell.  Admission is free to all games. 
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Join the 
Booster Club 

today! 

The boys and girls òAó teams will play in the League Softball Tournament on Saturday, September 19th at the Tempe Sports 
Complex located at Warner Road and Hardy.  Tournament start times will be sent home once they are published.  This is a 
double elimination tournament.  It is important that all team members be present for the tournament.  There will be a re-
freshment stand manned by Christ Greenfield with goodies to purchase.  Admission to the games is free. 


